
KOGI STATE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY EXTEND THE TENURE OF LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATORS FOR THE THIRD TIME 

Idris Miliki Abdul  

According to the 1999 Constitution as Amended, Local Government Council in Nigeria is the third 

tier of government, and section 7(1) state clearly” there shall be a democratically elected Local 

Government Council across the Federation of Nigeria.”  

The tenure of the democratically elected Local government Councils in Kogi State ended since May 

6th 2016 and since then, there is no genuine effort to conduct election to the local government council 

in the State. 

Under the current administration of Alh.Yahaya Bello who took oath of Office on the 27th of January 

2016, to protect and uphold the constitution of the Federal republic of Nigeria as the Executive 

Governor of Kogi State. In the 2016 budget, there was no provision to conduct election to the Local 

Government Council, as a result of that the government inaugurated Local government administrators 

in the 21 Local Government Councils. One year after, the Governor transmitted a letter of request of 

extension of Local Government Administrators by 6 months despite that, in 2017 no provision was 

also made in 2017 budget for SIEC to conduct election, but N450 million was provided for in 2017 

budget for SIEC as subvention.  

Despite that inadequate provision for an agency that is supposed to conduct election to another tier of 

government, it was worrisome and unconstitutional, unlawful and undemocratic for the same 

governor who took oath of an office to uphold the constitution of the Federal republic of Nigeria 

transmitted another letter on the 10th of November 2017 to the Kogi State House of Assembly 

requesting for another extension by 6 months of the same unelected Administrators in all the 21 LGAs 

in Kogi State on the excuses that due to lack of fund and security.  

The same government admitted on the 23rd April 2017 at a stakeholder meeting in Government 

House that it has received on behalf of the Local Government Councils in Kogi State N10 billion 

Naira. 

While we are yet to know what the government has received from April 2017 to April 2018 on behalf 

of the Local Government Councils, the State Assembly again extended the tenure of the Local 

Government Administrators for the third time on the 10th of April, 2018 based on the letter written to 

the Assembly requesting for such extension by the Executive Governor of the State Alh. Yahaya 

Bello, which was given express passage and new extension will commence from 1st May 2018. 

We wonder what the monies collected on behalf of the Local Government Councils has been spent for 

that election could not be conducted as provided for in the constitution. 

Can the government implement constitution in insolation? How much do we require genuinely to 

conduct elections into Local Government Councils in the state? Have the governor visited SIEC office 

in the last 22 months he has been in the office? How much has the governor release to SIEC for the 

conduct of the Local government elections in the last 22 months for the preparation toward conduct of 

credible Local Government Councils in Kogi State.  

Based on the State, Federal High Court  as well as Supreme Court pronouncement, does the Kogi 

State House of Assembly has the power to extend the administration of another tier of Government as 

a law-making institution.  



The 90 days provision for SIEC in the 1999 constitution to come out with a program or timetable to 

conduct election into the Local government Council has not be adhered to. 

Despite these various extension, how are we sure elections will be conducted to the Local government 

councils at the end of this third extension. 

We call on Kogi State House of Assembly to stop further extension and work with the executive to 

put machineries in place to conduct elections into the Local Government Councils without further 

delay in the interest of justice, democratic principle and constitutionalism as the constitution cannot be 

implemented in isolation.   

Constitutional amendment and Local Government Autonomy 

The framers of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999(as amended) out of an 

abundance of wisdom decided that the alteration of the organic and fundamental law of the land 

embodying its shared aspirations and values which bind us together as a people must be a tripartite 

arrangement involving the National Assembly, the State Assemblies and the President of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria. The wisdom in this tripartite arrangement is to avoid ideological, ethnic or 

religious capture of the fundamental law of the land. In other words, the framers of the Constitution 

envisage a national outlook and flavor in constitutional alteration. 

Civil society groups and organisations expect the State Assemblies to pass resolution that gives life 

and meaning to all the issues in the transmitted document because the State Assemblies have 

previously voted on and passed some of the issues in the present document. 

We recognize the fact that the issue of what is now referred to as “Local Government Autonomy” 

remains a sore point. The State Assemblies should look beyond the its appellation and see the Bill as 

giving constitutional life to the judgments of the Supreme Court guaranteeing the tenure of office of 

elected Chairmen and Councillors of the various Local Governments.  

Civil society groups and organisations expect that this time around, the State Assemblies will 

strengthen the State Assemblies through a process of financial autonomy. The stability of the State 

Assemblies, their independence of action and service as the tribune of the people is inexorably tied to 

their financial independence and autonomy.  

Civil society groups expect broad consultation with critical stakeholders in the various states on any 

of the issues which the State Assemblies consider as “contentious”. Civil society groups will in that 

vein assist in mobilizing public opinion and informed impute into any of the issues. 

The State Assemblies must not allow and should not allow politics, political exigencies and political 

coloration to overshadow rational thinking in the constitutional alteration process. 

Incremental and targeted alteration to the constitution can legitimately legitimize our constitutional 

framework and domicile its ownership with the Nigerian people. 

As at now, ten States House of Assembly in Nigeria has voted in respect of the Local Government 

Autonomy in the on-going constitutional amendment and eight has voted positively in line with the 

aspiration of the Nigerians. Out of the six states in North Central, only Kogi and Nasarawa is yet to 

vote on the Local Government Autonomy. 



We call on the Kogi State House of Assembly to expedite actions on this constitutional responsibility 

and vote in favour of Local Government Autonomy. 

  



PARTICIPATION IN POLITICS THE IMPACT  OF WOMEN MOBILISATION IN NIGERIA 

By Idris Miliki Abdul  

INTRODUCTION 

The marginalization of women in society can be traced back to humanity history. It is not restricted to 

specific cultures and people; variations often occur in its nature and manifestations. However, it is by 

no means inherent in man's nature but a social phenomenon that reveals itself through relationships 

and in different societies, the emerging cultural values and norms often affirmed through experiences 

of different societies in addressing these issues have been documented as well as on-going trend and 

strategies. Each is unique given the different cultural settings. Yet commonalities that serve as lessons 

replicable in order to societies are identifiable. In Nigeria, the challenges in addressing these 

discriminations are grossly inadequate and in some cases lacking. 

The Beijing declaration and platform for action marks the culminating point of efforts made at the 

international and national level to address the issues of gender discrimination and inequality further 

developments in this area still has as its basis for reference point. 

The national gender policy; says to address the imbalance in women's representation in the political 

and social life of the nation, especially at the decision making levels of the three arms of government 

adequate female representation should be seen in the village cabinets, political party federal and state 

parastatals, key diplomatic assignment and other national and international jobs." 

With these in mind, the hurdles and obstacles placed before the numerous high calibre, low and 

women who headed the call of progressive opinion to enter the political terrain, contest for elective 

office and contribute towards the upliftment of Nigerian politics and democratic experiment. The 

numerous women moblised, encourage and even trained by non-governmental organisations to 

contest for political power recounted their marginalisation and elimination in political party primaries 

in the period preceding particular the 2003 to 2015 elections. As we all prepare for 2019 general 

elections what practical measure been put in place to mobilise for women participation? 

It has become clear in Nigeria particularly at grass root and most especially in Kogi state, there seems 

to be a process or systematic altitude of exclusion of women from and indeed the subordination of 

women in the party political process. 

COMBATING THE WOMEN MARGINLISATION FROM POLITICS 

The declaration from the summit of all women politicians held in Abuja on the 28 of June 2002 noted 

that: "women of Nigeria have noticed with utter dismay the almost complete deterioration of our 

political and social values born out of more than three decades of continued male dominated and 

oriented misrule.  The obvious conclusion is that enough is enough the time for positive change has 

arrived in mapping out the path to national rebirth, the systematic entrenchment of practices aimed at 

the continued marginalisation of women in the political process must stop," they concluded. 

The method traditionally used to exclude women from politics and democratisation includes male-

centred interpretation of culture, religion and sharp practices such as "zoning out" strong female 

aspirants by political party barons and Gods fathers. 

 It have been observed, that the marginalisation of women in Nigeria's patriarchal political 

system was not a new phenomenon. It was dated back to the colonial era. Indeed women were not 



even allowed to vote in Northern Nigeria until 1976. The marginalisation of women has continued 

into the present dispensation despite some relative improvement. 

 

PROMOTION AND PROTECTION OF WOMEN'S RIGHTS 

Mainstreaming women in public policy promoting and protecting their rights is as much a concern for 

women groups and institutions as it is for successful Nigerian Governments. This is demonstrated by 

the fact that Nigeria is a signatory to a number of international instruments such as the convention on 

the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women (CEDAW) and the African Charter on 

Human and People's Rights.  

One obvious obstacle is that these international treaties and convention are yet to be domesticated in 

the case of (CEDAW), for example, several women and Human rights groups are working to ensure 

its domestication. This is evidence in the sponsors of gender and equal opportunity bill initiated by 

Centre for Human Rights and conflict resolution at the Kogi State house of Assembly. The Bill has 

since been passed into Law but was not assented to.  At the domestic level, this commitment is 

expressed by the entrenchment of non-discrimination provision in the 1999 constitution of the Federal 

Republic of Nigeria as amended. 

There is a widely share view that increased participation of women in politics  will bring some 

salutary effect to the entire process of governance because of their endowed capacity for sanitizing 

and advancing not only the rights of Nigerian Women, but also infusing rights, competence and a 

progressive agenda into Nigerian politics.  

Women access to political power and the distribution of public resources remains the most effective 

way of addressing the numerous challenges that face Nigerian Women including their high poverty 

rate and economic disempowerment and their reproductive health and rights. Despite this recognition 

women are yet to make rapid advancement. The explanation for this state of affair is not farfetched. 

The factors which have militated against increased political participation of women include the 

ideology of patriarchy, male chauvinism and the masculine orientation of politics of violence is 

central to the process of acquisition of power. Religion and culture are also opportunistically deployed 

by the men to put women at disadvantage.  

The declaration from the summit of women in 2002 as noted above particularly identified among 

others, male centred interpretation of culture and religion. The reality of women exclusion from the 

mainstream of political participation inconsonance with the relative visibility enjoyed by women in 

the public domain in pre-colonial period and their contributions to the struggle for political 

independence of Nigeria. 

The disadvantaged position of women is not restricted to the sphere of elections and leadership 

selection. It is equally replicated in the structure of leadership of political parties in Nigeria. It could 

even be suggested that this is even more crucial in the sense that parties constitute the vehicles for 

leadership selection and recruitment in a competitive political situation. 

Indeed, in a very significant way, the environment provided by democracy created additional space 

for women to engage state institutions to create a more women-friendly political environment. To a 

large extent, the frame work of constitutional democracy has improved the position of women in 

terms of occupying important decision making positions at all level of government.  



However, what appears to be a major lacuna in this regard is the absence of political will on the part 

of ruling elite to give concern expression to these written commitments. Despite realizing the 

importance of Affirmative Action (AA) principal in successful Nigerian constitution as a means of 

redressing past injustices, it has not been extended to deal with the problem of gender in balance. 

Increasing the debate has shifted to constitutionally guaranteed measures that can increase the level of 

women participation in politics especially the provision of affirmative action in the constitution. 

Efforts by women and human rights groups and Nigeria development partners to domesticate 

CEDEW and to pursue 35% minimum representation on the basis of the Beijing platform of Action 

incorporates such constitutionally guaranteed arrangement. Given the complexity of the challenges of 

pushing the agenda through, it has been realized that what is required in engagement with key 

institutions and actors such as the executive, the legislature and election management bodies like 

INEC and SIEC. There are equally demanded for the reform of the electoral system in such a way that 

it can guaranteed diversity of representation as exemplified in the demand by woman groups for a 

modified form of proportional representation. 

What can be regarded as the strength here includes the political space created by democratic 

governance, the increase level of awareness among men and women and the emergence of several 

network and coalitions among women and human right groups. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The provision on affirmative action by political parties are not enough in themselves to bring about 

change that will encourage and enhance women political participation, what may be necessary to 

implement such provisions is a commitment to gender equity concerns. The sources of this 

commitment may vary from the pressure exerted by national office holders such as the national 

women leader and deputy national women leader and the state party officers, to the pressure exerted 

by ward women leaders to use affirmative action provisions to encourage the presence of women as 

delegates with the party. Inspite of the finding as enumerated in this write up, it is clear that a major 

political transition is occurring in Nigeria. It is a transition from "politicians women" to "women 

politicians" women seems to have rejected their assigned roles in Nigeria politics of joining the 

women wings of parties where they entertain and feed male politicians. They have made a patch for 

political power and they are fighting to have access to the power. Male power wielders are disturbed 

and alarmed at this trend and are desperately devising means to stop the march of female political 

aspirants. They can delay them but they cannot stop them. However there are two major weaknesses 

that have to be contended with, the absence of political will to bring about changes including 

constitution amendment and negative role of party gate keepers and political Godfathers. 

Happy international women day, a day to examine the contributions of women in global development, 

their participation in leadership positions. For instance in Kogi state, the governor and his deputy are 

men, all the 12 members of the National Assembly from Kogi state are all men, all the 25 members of 

Kogi state house of Assembly are men, All the 21 appointed local government Administrators in the 

state are men. The head of military, Navy, Police, Civil Defence, DSS, Custom, Immigration, NLC, 

TUC, NUJ, INEC, NMA, NBA are all men. What is the offence of Kogi women? We need to press 

more for women participation as we move towards the 2019 Elections. 

 



RECOMMENDATION 

The immense opportunities created by democratic governance not with standing there are obstacles 

that need to be overcome if adequate women participation is to be achieved. 

· Women must be encourage and properly mobilised to register and be members of political parties of 

their choice. 

· Persistence tradition of male dominance, the ideology of patriarchy and the obstacles placed by 

religion and culture on the path of women advancement and emancipation politically must be 

checked. 

· Entrenched culture of political violence which necessary discourage women from active and 

productive participation in politics must stop. 

· Obvious defect in the electoral system especially the majoritarian electoral system, with the "Winner 

takes all" syndrome as well as the absence of proportional representation should be looked into. 

· Reform of the 1999 Constitution to entrench Affirmative Action to compel governments at all levels 

to implement in favour of Women. 

· Engagement with the Legislature, Electoral Body like INEC, SIEC and Political Parties to ensure 

constitutional amendment to accommodate Affirmative Action (AA), the reform of the electoral 

System/Law and the adoption of AA by political parties. 

  



10th Global Investigative  Journalism Conference held in Johannesburg   

By Idris Miliki Abdul in Johannesburg 

10th Global Investigative Journalism Conference held in Johannesburg, South Africa from 14th – 

20th 2017 with 1,200 delegates from 130 countries. The event was organised by the Global 

Investigative Journalism Network (GIJN) which took place at WITS University Campus. 

The event took place for the first time in Africa. It is an event that happens every two years in the 

last four years. It particularly pleased that this global gathering has come to Africa for the first time. 

It all started with an opening ceremony on the 15th November 2017 and a welcome Gala Night at 

the WITS University auditorium in Johannesburg.  

It is gratifying to note that the highly organised media practitioners all over the world to share 

experience, learn from each other, storytelling, and the need to use technology to advance the 

course of investigative journalism globally. Each day of the programme have very interesting topic. 

On the first day of the workshop, physiological safety for investigative reporting. On the second day, 

which was the plenary session, investigating the new autocrat was treated. The sub-team treated on 

the same day include migration and refugees, the ABCs of Investigative Journalism, Mafia, Mobs and 

Cartels, best Global Database, Editing the investigative story, multimedia/broadcast investigative 

radio, academic papers: teaching methodology in data and investigative journalism, non-profit and 

new model measuring story impact, data using spreadsheets, data: data wrapper for the charts and 

maps.  

General interest investigating health global issues, general interest using FOI/RTI Law Around the 

World, investigative Journalism in Africa, Covering cops, Drones, sensors and Satellites, 

Multimedia/broadcast virtual reality demo after solitary/we who remain, getting a data state of 

mind, business/finance investigating the arms trade, data the Data tool kit, data basics of mapping, 

data multimedia storytelling: science journalism and data visualization, multimedia/broadcast 

multimedia investigations, safety and security how to protect yourself and your sources, general 

interest ethics for investigator, data structure query language, data basic of web scraping, data 

building your own database, data connecting the dots; social network analysis, data open labs, 

demonstration repeat classes, general interest virtual forensic and open source investigation, 

multimedia/broadcast screening bitter grapes and African muckraking book release. 

Day 3, the following were also treated; investigating health-digging into local problems internet 

manhunt background and tracking people online, startups and innovations, tracking looted wealth, 

exposing human trafficking and force labor, fixers and foreign correspondents, virtual reality meets 

investigative reporting, academic papers; social media, video storytelling, capacity building, 

investigating LGBTQ issues, using document cloud, data journalism in small newsrooms, using 

spreadsheets; excel 2 doing calculation documentaries, beyond google doing better search, funding 

your investigation, state capture in South Africa, physical protection (workshop), en francias session 

de reseautage pour journalistes francophones, networking women and investigating reporting.  

The database manager and structure query language 2, online fact-checking/verification with free 

tools, creating the best timeline, TV/video investigations, the future of investigative journalism 

(roundtable), china in Africa and the World, disaster reporting, virtual reality demo: after 



solidary/we who remain, building latin American investigative networks, scholars doctors, journalists 

collaboration across fields, descriptive statistics, preparing data for mapping in carto, frontiers in 

data vitualization, exposing criminal justice wrongs, the art of interviewing, digging into 

development issues, fighting fake news, networking corruption and financial crime, creating 

effective university investigative journalism centre, virtual reality demo: after solitary/we who 

remain, masterclass investigative radio, brainstorming session: managing knowledge system and 

database, social media sleuthing: finding and monitoring key sources, creating effective university 

investigative journalism centres, virtual reality demo: after solitary/we who remain, masterclass: 

investigative radio, brainstorming session, managing knowledge system and database, social media 

sleuthing finding and monitoring key sources, multimedia and storytelling science journalism and 

data vistualisation, the database manager and structured query language 3, online fact-checking 

verification with free tools, open labs, demonstration repeat classes and screening justice. 

Day 4 include journalist under fire strategies and resources, undercover reporting, environmental 

crime and wildlife smuggling, women and investigative journalism, roundtable donors, grants and 

journalists, how to read company accounts, lighting round teaching data journalism best practices, 

using spreadsheets excel 3 functions and basic statistics, an overview of python, ICIJ offshore data 

hackathon, covering conflict, cross-border collaboration regional projects, latest investigative tools 

online, digging into extractive industries, seven financial sins, networking LGBTQ issues, academic 

papers Investigative journalism in mauritus, Saudi Arabia, Tanzania, How to mine data for 

storytelling, advanced data cleaning with open refine, ICIJ offshore data hackathon, journalism as 

detective, bullet-proofing your story, cross-border collaborations global projects, dealing with online 

harassment, networking migration, human trafficking and forced labour, virtual reality demo after 

solitary/we who are remain, encryption workshop, collaborating on data-driven stories, using arc 

online for mapping, coding for journalism 1, covering corruption, terrorism and extremism, 

whistleblowing secure drops, sources protection, screening killing pavel, masterclass; documentary 

production, building African investigative networks, virtual reality demo: after solitary/we who 

remain, building Asian investigative network, digital security clinic, data stories; elections, education 

and shipping. 

Day 5 include lotteries, laundries and illicit acts, how other investigators do it, sustainability 

workshop part 1/ case studies, essential of story-based inquiry, media law clinic: defend yourself 

from legal threats, networking open, masterclass, mojo workshop part 1, using spreadsheets excel 1, 

using google fusion tables, finding African data, shinning light award winners, innovations in 

storytelling, lighting, round, great stories you've never heard of, sustainability workshop part 2 best 

practices, investigating climate change, teaching investigative journalism – best practices, 

masterclass;mojo workshop part 2, digital gadgets for tracking and monitoring, tracking assets with 

investigative dashboard and coding form journalism (2). 

Above all, the lessons learnt from this global event will be useful to all the delegates and participants 

in using the knowledge learnt there to do our job and more importantly the skills will be used to 

promote the investigative journalism across the globe and to promote professionalism. 

We commend the effort of the organisers, the Global Investigative Journalism Network and the WITS 

University in Johannesburg that host the event. Adequate security were provided for the delegates, 

the transport system was fantastic, both from the airport and the hotel to the university campus.   



I wish to personally appreciate MACARTHUR FOUNDATION management particularly the African 

Office headed by Dr. Kole Shettima, Dayo Olajide, my great sister and colleague Amina Saliu and the 

workaholic Amina Usman. Kate Abramson from Chicago office. 

  



IS KOGI FOR SALE? The monuments and our common patrimony 

By Idris Miliki Abdul 

Commercialisation and privatization has been part of economic development in Nigeria, particularly 

during the Military era up to date, public-private partnership (PPP) has also been introduce in 

Nigeria. However, in Kogi State, the report in the last few days credited to the Commissioner of 

Finance Alhaji Asiwaju Idris, that the present administration led by Alh. Yahaya Bello has hired 

consultants for outright sale of ten (10) Kogi Government assets and the reason for such unwise and 

unacceptable proposition is to finance the approved N151 billion 2018 Budget of the State. 

The proposed properties/assets to be disposed off include the Commissioner quarters in Lokoja, 

Confluence Beach Hotel, Kogi Hotel, Kogi State Liaison Office Ikeja Lagos, Kogi State Liaison Office 

GRA Kaduna, Lokoja International Market, the 12-Story building Abuja, and Olympic Confluence 

stadium. 

What is the reasonale behind this proposed sale of the assets of the state built from the taxpayer's 

money by the previous administrations. This is a government that has not built one bedroom flat in 

two years despite the colossal amount it has received through bailout, parish club, statutory 

allocation and monies collected on behalf of Local governments through the Federation Account. 

Despite the biggest cement factory in West Africa is located in Lokoja Local government of Kogi State 

and the natural gift of Rivers Niger and Benue from God also located in Lokoja the state capital, this 

government have not thought it wise to have a Memorandum of  Understanding (MOU) with the 

cement factory to enable it built several housing units for its citizenry. 

It is worrisome that both approved 2017 and 2018 budget does not have a single naira budgeted for 

housing in it so called “New Direction Government”, only for the same government to now come up 

with a plan to dispose off the assets inherited for the state. These are assets that can bring in income 

and generate revenue for the state if it has been properly rehabilitated and put to use. This is the 

same government that has embarked on the renovation of Government House that has spent 

billions of naira and is yet to be completed in two years. 

We hope the same Government House will not be put up sale to finance the 2019 budget before the 

end of the present administration. 

What will happen to the revenue house built by the current administration, will it also be put up for 

sale? A government that is not building houses is ready to sell the one inherited. This proposed sale 

is one-step forward and two-step backward. 

What is the role of the state assembly in this matter as the said commissioner explained that he 

informed the state assembly during budget defense. Doe it means the state assembly did not ask 

question on how the approved budget will be finance as the 2018 budget speech of the Governor 

Alh. Yahaya Bello presented to the State House of Assembly on the 21st of December  2017 did not 

contain the sale of Kogi Assets for finance budget. He stated that the budget will be largely financed 

through the statutory allocation from the federation account. When and where was this decision 

taken to dispose up Kogi assets to finance budget. 



We reject this proposal in entirety and called on the citizens of Kogi across the world not to key or 

accept this proposal to put our common patrimony on sale. 

 



PRESS RELEASE 

TWO YEARS OF ALHAJI YAHAYA BELLO ADMINISTRATION IN KOGI STATE 

Old politics are doomed, as the accelerating internationalization of the market economy is met by the 

continuous decline of representative democracy. The impotency of the present administration in Kogi 

state to control effectively the market forces, in order to tackle  the fundamental problems of massive 

unemployment, poverty, insecurity, non-completion of workers' salaries, and the prolong verification 

of screening exercise is worrisome development. 

While we congratulate the governor on his two years in office, it is pertinent to look at some of the 

decisions of this government in the last two years. 

It would be recalled that this current government was inaugurated on the 27th of January 2016, and 

since then several decisions have been taken that have affected the lives of the citizens one way or the 

other, which range from staff verifications, to demolition of roundabouts in Lokoja, the state capital, 

the illegal composition of Sole Administrators in the 21 LGAs of the state, to suspensions without 

justifications of all former Permanent Secretaries that were later removed, the crisis in the state 

Assembly, collections of Bailout and Paris club refund funds, the security crisis and subsequent 

purchases of vehicles, the arrest of journalist, and lack of tour to the LGAs to ascertain the situation in 

those place. 

Despite the fact that it is the prerogative power of any administration or employer to verify the 

strength and capacity of its workforce, it was disturbing that the staff verification of Kogi State Civil 

service took as much as 14 months and the outcome of those disturbing activities led to non-payment 

of several workers and pensioners at both State and Local Governments 14 months. As at today, the 

report of that verification exercise is yet to be gazetted as required by law, and posted on the state 

website, in the interest of transparency. We demand that such should be posted for the world to see 

and those found guilty should be prosecuted without further delay. 

In the 21st century, we have a government that decided to demolish an existing monument such as 

roundabout in the state headquarters, built by previous administrations. This was done without any 

explanations to the citizens of the state, despite that these monuments were built with tax payers' 

money and should have been preserved. It is condemnable that two years after such unwise decision, 

nothing substantial has been done to rebuild these roundabouts that were demolished. Except in recent 

time, we saw some dancing contractors in the name of rebuilding the said roundabout. 

Despite the provisions of the law and the Constitution that state clearly that local government 

administration shall be administered through democratic council, the current administration in Kogi 

state has illegally constituted Sole administrators to administer these councils since May 6th 2016. 

And no genuine efforts have been made to conduct elections to these councils as provided for by the 

law specifically section 7 (1) of the 1999 Constitution as Amended. More worrisome and disturbing is 

the fact that these illegal administrators were constituted without pronouncement or resolutions by the 

Kogi State House of Assembly in the first instance, as the local government administration is under 

the power and purview of the Kogi State House of Assembly that makes laws and performs oversight 

functions for them.  

 



Further more, it is worrisome and condemnable that the Kogi State House of Assembly created by law 

and to make law for the citizens of Kogi State has extended the tenure of these  illegal Administrators 

twice without any justification. We call on the Kogi State House of Assembly to perform it 

constitutional role as entrenched in the constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria in all 

ramification as Local Government Administrator or any other nomenclature is unknown to the law in 

Nigeria.  

More so, the statutory allocations from the federal government for these local councils, has been 

squandered by this administration without oversight functions by Kogi State House of Assembly. We 

wonder who approved the expenditure and the so called “loans” that were used to purchase vehicles 

for the Sole Administrators, when many of the staffs of the councils have not been paid their statutory 

salaries.  

It is noted that the State Assembly was engulfed in monumental crisis as never been witnessed in the 

state, where 5 members on the 16th of February 2016, invaded the Assembly and pronounced the 

impeachment of the then Speaker Hon. Jimoh Lawal, which led to avoidable crisis as several legal 

cases were instituted, under the watch of the Governor. This led to pronouncements by the National 

Assembly, which were ignored by the Governor, until the crisis were resolved through Alternative 

Dispute Mechanisms by the members of the State Assembly themselves with some citizens of the 

state. We are delighted that a substantive Speaker was later elected by the House Members in the 

person of Hon. Umar Ahmed Imam. And the same speaker was also removed again by the same 

government through resignation on the 3rd of August 2017 and Hon. Kolawole Matthew was elected 

Speaker on the same day. We call on the Assembly to continue to believe in themselves and shun 

external manipulations in perform its constitutional duties without fear or favour. Within two years of 

this government, three Speakers have emerged, which have never been thek zxgft case in the history 

of the state in its 26 years of existence. 

The state has witnessed and continues to witness security challenges under the current administration. 

This ranges from kidnappings, armed robbegry and other vices dangerous to human existence. We 

noted that at the 25th anniversary of the creation of Kogi state, more than 100 vehicles were 

distributed to security agencies in the state. This has had a significant improvement in the security 

situation. We call for more pragmatic actions and inclusion of citizens in the security architecture as 

the nation is still witnessing security challenges and Kogi state is in a precarious situation sharing 

boundaries with the Federal Capital Territory  and 9 other states which makes it very vulnerable. 

We also note that the current government in the state happens to be the luckiest since the creation of 

the state as several billions has accrued to the coffers of the state. This ranged from the N20 billion 

bailout from the federal government, to the monthly statutory allocation which is not less than N2 

billion monthly, the internally generated revenue which is more than N500 million monthly, more 

than N2 Billion inherited from the previous administration, to about N12 Billion Paris club refund 

from the federal government. However, there is nothing substantial to be show for this huge resource 

inflow except the large numbers of vehicles have been purchased at random without due process and 

reference to the Appropriation Act. Since the Constitution bestowed the State Assembly the powers to 

appropriate and perform oversight functions on the revenue and expenditure of the state, we call on 

them to look seriously into the funds of the state as the government cannot be ran in secrecy and the 

state affairs is not the personal estate of anybody under any guise. Those who find themselves in 

position of power and authority do so through the provisions of the law and constitution of the federal 

republic of Nigeria and must respect these laws. 



We also note with utmost dismay and concern that freedom of opinion and expression as provided by 

international conventions and covenant and provided for by the Nigerian constitution, is been 

threatened in the state under this current administration with the arrest and detention of Prince Friday 

Ogungbemi, The Publisher of Policy and Lawmaker, a local magazine based in Lokoja and the 

harassment of several citizens in the state. We condemn this in totality as every citizen has the right to 

participate in the governance of his or her state through any and every chosen means.  

We also noted the upgrading and renovation of Kogi State House of Assembly building, the 

k;lk;lconstruction of the revenue house, improvement of the street and traffic lights in Lokoja the 

state capital. The continuous renovation of government house unabated, the uncompleted gates in 

Lokoja. We call on the government to continue improvement in infrastructural development of the 

state as that will benefit the large populace. 

Finally, the states exist to attend to the need and rights of the people, from the basic necessities of life 

to more complex demands. We call on the citizens of Kogi State not to fold its arm and watch a 

government that was democratically put in place, which continue to violate the rights of her citizens 

through non-payment of salaries and lack of meaningful infrastructural amenities despite the huge 

resource accrued to it. 

Long live Kogi State 

Long live Federal Republic of Nigeria 
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